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http://www.orlutheran.com/html/chrangel.html

Wl 7he Christmas Story

It was a simple scene that first one-a
rough room, a young couple and noth-
ing but a feeding trough to put the
child in. It was probably quite cold and
with family far away there was little
help. Not exactly the Hallmark moment we like to show
in Christmas pageants. And yet this rustic scene
marked the greatest event in the history of mankind.
God's Son became human and came to earth to save
us. God had promised to send a Messiah, one who
would save His people. He could have easily burst on
the scene as a full grown man, a seven foot warrior
with fiery eyes and arms of steel. This was what many
people were looking for, but it wasn't how God did it.
He arrived in the arms of a young girl. He was, as an-
other of our authors put it, "a very small package,
wrapped in rags, given from the heart of God. The per-
fect gift.”

God gave His only Son to die in our place so that we, in
all our brokenness, could know forgiveness. He came
so that we could know what love feels like, real love i
love that never leaves, love that never disappoints,
love that is never betrayed. He sent His Son into a cor-
rupted world to bring us hope.

How are you doing this Christmas?

Are you having a hard time finding hope in the world?
Are you having a hard time finding peace? It doesn't
have to be that way. You can have peace and find
hope and know forgiveness through a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ

Adapted from

http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/christmas/

christmasstory.htm
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*
CH RlSTMAS

abe

His hands are that of mercy
His toes are full of strength
His life a new beginning
That has eternal length
His skin is pure and perfect
And eyes are full of grace
What kind of king is born
In such a common place?
Our Father who art in heaven
Our Father from above
Truly is this your son
You sent for us to love?

This little babe in swaddling clothes
Lying in a manger

Hi s innocence an|d pur
Hedl | keep us all
Is it true if we believe in Him
Heodol | | ead us ndt as
And youdll have mejrcy i
When it comes the judgment day?
Oh, Alleluia, praise and glory
As | follow | will sing



http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/christmas/christmasstory.htm
http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/christmas/christmasstory.htm
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Si x Reasons or Jesus Co mi
Si x witnesses speak and tes f God
came into the worl d. The wi Mar k,
Luke, John, Paul , and the The
swers they give are six re g:
*'to ransom many,
* to calll sinner s,
* to give sight to the mora
* to divide househol ds, words the redemption or the

. . God' s famllg We had run awa
* to save from divine condemnat an, d

ery. B'u Go&" pays a ransom a

* to give eternal 1ife. into the Father's house.

Are these imaginary acts ¢6966199hHP,b%66“§988f1 AY4H PB
Or do they fit our needs RecaygegtbBegyYyirareahbtuUg?eYPH B
decide. is the meanikebrodwshs Eidtmalsi.k

Let's take these reasons f&tnNcBritb&er shebhi gy 6haregtia

and just |l et the Bible wi esppbteakhobnehpnspame bBah
troy him who has the powe

h &

es

he reason Christ took on hu
i e and in dying pay a rans
e a

What is Christmas ?
Itis tenderness for the past,
Courage for the present,

s this an el aborate creatio

I
Hope for the future or is it God's exact provisi
itis a fervent wish that every .
cuptmay overflaw with blessings 2 He came to call sinners to repentance.
u(_hm:;lclorn;al(.;ndma(cvcry Lukei®ds? 31Jesus said to them,
> ‘ny“’ 'o‘x"’“‘p’ no need of a physician, but
et g come to call the righteous,
el _
- 5 Jesus came to call sinners t
‘( "”&:‘*‘Y\ to be a ransom to be paid fo
He came as a ransom for man successful call to sinners.
y: And Jesus says he came for Db
Mar k d"0ThMé Son of Man cam not to bei e ved
. e dP no e ve the_ransom
but to serve and to give IS a3 Refanppm f%r ma n
ranso ©af ¢ a S . ven
The reason we need a ransB8imbtoe hedpahd ttgh ubei prethah
we have sold ourselves intbisimoandnga e been alienat
from a holy God. Wh e n Jesn.ll 9 ife.as re som
i B 10 ik b SRR
our slavemasters, sin and eat an ev 0
give up their claim on us. And the result \/\QﬂOSHttOhdatonwep
could be adopted into the family of God.
Paul put Gal &t k&®ngs Whehi How many observe Christ's birthday!
had fully come, God sent How few, his precepts! ma n
born unde the law, 0 18 o yseasiertokeep Holidays than Commandments. | "
| aw sotht we might r eceé . . ot
~Benjamin Franklin~
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.45
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Galatians%204.4%E2%80%935
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%205.31%E2%80%9332
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on
on

5. He came to save from divine condemnation.

Johnil3e: I"For God sent not t he

condemn the world, but that
be saved. He who believes in
who does not believe is cond
God sent his Son to save us
tion and wrath. The need fo
danger we need to be saved
death and the devil. But the
danger of the condemnation o
sin and death and the devil
L 2 w God is against us, then noth
3 He came to give sight to the morally blind. Christmas, the coming of Jes
John, 9" 38sus said, 'For jdHPdhene Widdmdeildeyerni"deweh
that those who doJonhont ,1s2e:ke4bHdy N€e VN0 /QrPdES not believe
have come as | ight into t 'seHe damd t dive usetbriatlife wh oever bel i e
me mi ght not remain in darkness."

John,3"EE6r God so |l oved the
Jesus did not merely come ginq yr yeMtahd stoh , ¢ adlhlat Wwh o

came to open people's eyespesfqSthhatbutthq])avcéarév%qqatshqng
wal k in it. Our problem is not just slavery needing

som, and |l ostness needlngcz{'rdéltlmasod"\'eaﬂ"rsoﬁlh@ﬁ GSOdaISsecf‘
blindness, needing the gi feldEVvei #nd, h\ﬁ/é’eareéesrlnrﬁﬂl)) g
some spiritual real ities thhad: /d wew.uteb ierrilhyhseoindy. betraipiste v tno n

embr ace. -world
This is why Christ came: th;i S5) ee ma
This is the meaning of Chr i g
4 Christ came to divide households.
. Let’s
Matthew 10DObop34o0t think that Think
peace on earth; | have not (O4tside but a
For | have come to set a mal and

daughter against hiedhamotbar
her moit awyr and a man's foes
own househol d. "

The point of this word is i sion
strife. The point is that used
all egiance to Jesus, are d di
wi th n all egiance to Jes en a
is ransomed and called ang rea
radical happens to them. T DoNT gelitle IIMT{‘?“%ELW ALL THe OTHeR

They see everything differ N MYSeLE: 'RZ;‘XQCZ‘TFM“E,“T;:QPQD Iht,
they have a new master beo & NANRS: iNA cal l
they are wonderfully free ' ause
sufficient ransom. And so and
things differently and act 0o me
family, that can be very t i on
ops. For this Jesus came i i s
meaning of Christmas. ‘
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%209.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2012.46
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2010.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.17%E2%80%9318
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/why-the-son-of-god-came-into-the-world
http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/why-the-son-of-god-came-into-the-world
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Being Different Can B Gake [AIKG FEéh
The True Story Of Rudol ph I 21LJS 1AYRES | YR
A man named Bob May depressed and al e £ zNIB [BazZNTia i°
drafty apartment window into the chi , 2dzNJ | Sl'le'I SAYVGN\]'
Hi edaorl d d ht B b t h i s P LA
i sy edarl aug er arbara sa on i oo \ = A~ ]
wi f e, Evelyn, was dying of cancer. 9 USNE YAy,RAySaa erstar
why her mommy could never come home. al r
dad's eyes and asked, "Why isn't Mo e's
Mommy ?" Bob's jaw tightened and his r
guestion brought waves of grief, but al n the
story of Bob's I|ife Life always had & 2 dzNJ
Small when he was a kid, Bob was of ¢ KNR dz3 K He
was too |ittle at the time to compe al & d 2 dzNJ cell ec
names he'd rather not remember. Fro ent
and never seemed to fit in Bob did hi s
|l oving wife and was grateful to get Mont -
gomery Ward during the Great Depression
Then he was blessed with hliisvdd.ttEwe-girl . But it was all short
Il yn's bout with cancer stripped them of all hei savings and how B¢
and his daughter wer-eobmrapdrtmehti vieni hh t
Chicago sl ums Evelyn died just days befwr st in 1938
Bob struggled to give hope to his child, f ouldn't even
af ford to buy a Christmas gi ft But | if hta a gift, he we
determined tao atakrey mmek! Bob had created an :
character in his own mind and told the ani ¢ story to little Bar't
to ive her comfort and hope
g P out o
Again and again Bob told the story, embellishing it more with each
telling Who was the character? What WasCﬁKl§ II about’>
The story Bob May created was his own autobiogra |n fable for m.
The character he created was a misfit 't |ke' t 2 Thel name
of the character? A |little reindeer| n 1 big shiny
nose. Bob finished the book just in| ti little gi
Christmas Day
But the story doesn't end
The gener al manager of Mo | e
storybook and offered Bob ghts
to print the book. Wards
Reindeer"™ and distribute n thei
stores.
By 1946 Wards had printed i o cop-
ies of Rudol ph That same pur -
chase the rights from Wards i e hel book.
I n an unprecedented gesture of kindness, the CEO of Wards returned
al | rights back to Bob May. The book became a best seller. Many toy
and mar keting deals followed and Bob™™M=a remarried witha
growing family, became wealthy from th comfort
his grieving daughter
But the story doesn't end there either
Bob' s brmamtwherJohnny Mar ks, made a song May the mezanié
dol ph. Though the song was turned down clCl)risim“\h-d-.‘)'r i sts
as Bing Crosby and Dinah Shore, it was ‘rde’d by 't he s ng cow-
boy, Gene Autry.-NoRedlo |Reh ndtelee "Ravchs r eflife #t's Friendship stronger
in 1949 and became a phenomenal successE apd ilscHope Brighter 2 s _
ﬁnggn"any other Christmas song, with the € as il comes to vou Christ -
' this Year.
The gift of | ove that Bob May created MERD Y s T A < ng ago
kept on returning back to bless him ageg MERRx \’ﬂ"“bl"’\h May
|l earned the |l esson, just |like his dear AND being di
ent isn't so bad In fact, being diffe JOTOUS EEW' YEAK .
Aut hor Unknown e LLE Ty
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EI GHT GI FTS THAT DO NOT

Aut hor unknown

THE GIFT OF LI STENI NG. .
But you must REALLY 1listen. N o
no planning your response. Just

THE GI FT OF AFFECTI ON. ..

Be generous with appropriate
and holds. Let these small ac
have for family and friends.
THE GI FT OF LAUGHTER. ..
Clip cartoons. Share articles
say, "I love to laugh with yo
THE GIFT OF A WRITTEN NOTE. . .
It can be a simple "Thanks fo
brief, handwritten note may b g
may even change a | ife.
THE GIFT OF A COMPLI MENT. . .
A simple and sincere, "You look agreat in red.," "You did
job" or "That was a wonder f ul GL K2LIS GKI AY Lkﬁéc
THE GIFT OF A FAVOR. .. ezdz YI1s YAadlrjlsad
Every day, go out of your way . ~ ~
SOldzaS AF €2dz I NB YI 1A
THE GIFT OF SOLI TUDE. . . I NB YI{Ay3 ygg’, GKAVIAS
There are time_s yvhen we want n ¢ & NYAYy3IS f)\(Z?\)/EIZ l'JBZ%le‘
?Ioo(r;teheng-senS|t|ve to those 't édeN.ﬁSfTZ GKI;VE”EXEJ éév)dzr
UKAYy3Ja e2dzU0gS ySOSNI R2)
THE GI FT OF A CHEERFUL DI SPOSI TIf )\YLJZNJJI-)/[fIféZ 82dzdNB 5
The easiest way to feel good i d tc
one, really it's not that har d {2 GKFGUE Ya GAaK ?i‘NJY§
Yé sAaK FT2N YeasStFIp atl
al 1S 3t 2NA2dzax FYIFIT|Ay3
EXTREME HEART MAKEOVER  « Jogfal 't0ony wie wovers GF1sa yzozReHa SOSNI YI
— g TNBESI Sz R2ydd ad2Ld R 2
r%@@?wwg\ pe | o L 322R Sy2dAKE 2NJAG Aayd
M HEART 1 SUCH A | THATS Wiy - I NI'S 2N f 2085 2NJ B2 NJ
SROKENDOWN | IM MERE ! X
r 2 KFGSOSNI AG Aa @2dzUNB
al 1S @2dz2NJ YA&adl 1{Saz ySE
db SAf DI-)\YI-)/QI

s . Lom

e2dz2NB St To tKSe NBYS
FTSSt dAftey &2dz2NJ gK2f

W ot ulne

s J s 0 ,
=7 QS B B
- »

Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. Revaanon 3:20 oy

82dzNJ Ayy20Sy0S 6KSy
L24S 6KSy @é2dz
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